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2005 
Pope John Paul II dies/
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U.S. Declaration of 
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1861–1865
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1993
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Established

2001
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manufacturing redefines human living

1869–1870
First Vatican 

Council

RenAIssAnCe 
And RefoRM AtIon

A D  14 5 0  –  1 6 5 0

1787
United States 
Constitution 
is signed in 

Philadelphia

1830
Andrew Jackson signs 

the Indian Removal Act; 
60,000 forced to relocate

1903
Wright brothers’ first successful 

airplane flight at Kitty Hawk, N.C.

1914-1919
World War I

1939-1945
World War II

1955-1968
Civil Rights Movement

1973
Roe v. Wade brought before the U.S. 
Supreme Court; abortion legalized

2008
First African-American elected President 

of the United States

1838–1839
Trail of Tears; Native Americans’ 
forced removal from Southeast 

to what is now Oklahoma

1964
President Johnson 

signs Civil Rights Act 
of 1964

1209
Franciscan 

Order 
founded, 
St. Francis 
of Assisi

1225–1274
Life of 

St. Thomas Aquinas

1305–1378
Avignon Papacy

1599-1601
William Shakespeare 

writes Hamlet

476
End of  

Roman Empire  
in the West

634 
Muslims begin 

conquest of 
northern Africa

1000 
Vikings explore 
North America

1088 
Europe’s first degree-
granting institution, 

The University of 
Bologna founded

1969
First moon landing

1928
Bacteriologist 

Alexander 
Fleming 

discovers 
Penicillin

M I ddle AGes
A D  5 0 0  –  1 5 0 0

553
Second Council 

of Constantinople

711 
Muslims cross 

Strait of Gibraltar 
and begin 

conquest of Spain

eA Rly 
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A D  5 0 0  –  1 0 0 0

enlIGHten M ent
A D  1 6 5 0  –  1 8 0 0

ModeRn
A D  1 8 0 0  –  1 9 4 5

ConteM poRA Ry
A D  1 9 4 5  –  P r e s e n t

1095
Council of Clermont, Pope 

Urban II calls for aid in 
reclaiming the Holy Land 

from Muslims

1204 
The sacking of Constantinople 

during the Fourth Crusade

1216
Dominican Order  

founded by St. Dominic
1920

Nineteenth 
Amendment 
gives women 
the right to 

vote

1337–1453 
Hundred Years’ War 

fought in France

1340–1360
Bubonic Plague strikes 

Europe, killing nearly half 
the population

1308–1321
Dante writes 

The Divine Comedy

1378–1415
Great Schism

Rival papacies in 
Rome and Avignon

1454
Gutenberg invents 
the printing press

1453 
Constantinople 
taken by Turks

1506
The building of St. 
Peter’s Basilica in 

Rome begins

1534
Henry VIII declares 
himself head of the 
Church of England

1545–1563
Council of Trent

1759
Voltaire’s Candide 

published

1859
Charles Darwin writes  
Origin of the Species

1896
First Modern 

Olympic games

410 
Rome sacked by Barbarians

1994
Rwandan Holocaust

2000
John Paul II visits the Holy Land

64
First Roman 

persecution of 
Christians under 

Nero
303–304

Severe persecutions 
under Diocletian
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