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Advent

General Overview of Advent

Our general catechetical focus during Advent is on the prophets, and the role they play in 
preparation for and anticipation of  the themes of  the season. It is important to offer a general 
overview of  Advent each year, so that the primary themes and symbols are remembered. That 
overview will be provided at the end of  the liturgy. 
 
The reflection process for the whole of  Advent progresses from the general to specific; easier 
to more challenging. By the fourth week of  Advent, we hope students will be able to reflect 
more deeply on accepting their role as priest, prophet, and king; and are more willing to com-
mit to it in a commissioning ritual provided for the fourth week. The resources for the middle 
grades thoroughly covered the theology of  the Advent season, so that only a brief  review is 
needed and provided. 
 
The prophets are the primary focus of  this Advent season because they play such an impor-
tant role in the liturgies of  Advent. The Scripture citations are chosen from the Advent’s three 
year cycle. The reflection questions provided for each week thematically corresponds to the 
provided reading and is conversion-centered.   
 
The session for the first week of  Advent includes a blessing of  the Advent wreath-a primary 
symbol of  the season. An explanation of  the Advent wreath is provided in the catechist manual 
and is given after the liturgy. 
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Advent Week One Liturgy: Celebrate Advent

Gather  

Blessing of the Advent wreath

Leader:  We pray that during this holy season of  Advent we may open our heart to 
  God’s love.
All:   Come Lord Jesus. 

Prayer of Blessing

Lord God, 
We praise you for the gift of  your Son, Jesus: 
He is Emmanuel, the hope of  all people
and the wisdom who leads and guides us. 
We ask you to bless us as we light the candles of  this wreath each week.   
(All make the Sign of  the Cross)
May the light from this Advent wreath be a sign of  Christ’s promise to bring us salvation.
May Christ come quickly and not delay.

(First candle is lit as all sing)
 O Come, O Come Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel.
 That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of  God appears.
 Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel, shall come to thee O Israel. 

Leader:   Let us pray.

Bow your heads as the leader prays.   

Leader: In the short days and long nights of  Advent, we realize how we are always 
  in need of  God’s light and saving love. Let us listen to the words of  the 
  prophet and remember God’s promises. 
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Reading of the Word of God   

Reader 1:  A reading from the prophet …
 
(Choose one) Isaiah 61:1-2. 10-11 (Third Advent, Cycle B); or, Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; Isaiah 
64:27 (First Advent, Cycle B)

Leader: The Word of  the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God. 

Reflection on the Word of God   

Reflection Questions: First week of  Advent  
Based on the reading from the prophet in today’s liturgical prayer, how would you describe the 
role of  the prophet? Who would you name as a prophet today? Is there anything in the proph-
et’s message, in today’s reading, you would like to imitate?
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Response to God’s Word

Side 1:  God alone is my Savior;
   I am confident and unafraid.

Side 2:    My strength and my courage is the Lord.
   And he has been my savior.

Side 1:    With joy you will draw water,
   at the fountain of  salvation.

Side 2:   Give thanks to the Lord, acclaim his name. 
   Among the nations make known his deeds.

Side 1 and 2:   Sing praise to God for his glorious achievement; 
   let this be known throughout all the earth. Proclaim how exalted is 
   his name.  (Isaiah 12, 2-3, 4, 5)

Concluding Prayer 

All:    Lord our God,
   we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ:
   he is Emmanuel, our light and our hope. 
   He is the Savior of  the world. 

   Let your blessing come upon us,
   to make us messengers of  your Gospel and witnesses to your love,
   as we wait in joyful hope for your coming. 
   We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Leader:   Let us bless the Lord, in the name of  the Father, and of  the Son,
   and of  the Holy Spirit. 
   Go forth and live as the prophet you were baptized to become.  

All sing:
Go make a difference. We can make a difference.
Go make a difference in the world. 
 Go Make A Difference by Steve Agrisano

 



©Our Sunday Visitor Curriculum Division

Breaking Open the Ritual

Quiet reflection: 1 minute
Making a difference:  
 What will it cost you this week to live as a prophet?   

One seventh grader took these words seriously and reached out to two girls who were 
shunned by other classmates. She decided to sit with  them at the lunch table and to try to be 
a friend to them. The next day some of  her friends would not speak to her. She shared how 
much it cost her to do the right thing. She prayed for strength to continue to do the right thing. 

Going Deeper

Advent week one: class presentation

Following the liturgy, in these or similar words , read the Overview, Origins of  Advent, Advent’s 
Challenge, and Symbols of  Advent. 

Overview
The season of  Advent prepares the People of  God for the celebration of  Christmas. Christmas 
celebrates the revealing of  God to the world through the Incarnation of  God’s Son, Jesus of  
Nazareth. It is important that when we think about the season of  Advent, we also think about 
the season of  Christmas. Neither season stands alone.  

Advent, a joyful and spiritual season celebrates three comings of  Christ—the coming of  Christ 
once in history, the coming of  Christ each day in our hearts, and the coming of  Christ at the 
end of  the world.   

The Origins of  Advent
Advent began around the fifth century. The primary focus was remembering and preparing for 
Jesus’ birth with little emphasis on the second coming of  Christ. When the Irish missionar-
ies came, they brought the message of  God’s judgment on human beings, inviting people to 
repent. As a result, Advent’s focus shifted from remembering and preparing in joy, to one of  
repentance. By the twelfth century, this penitential focus of  repentance  began to influence 
the Church’s worship or liturgy, which we can see by the wearing of  purple vestments and the 
removal of  the joyful Gloria from the liturgy. In spite of  these notes of  penance, there was and 
still is a joyful tone to the liturgies of  Advent. We rejoice that God loves us so much as to take 
on our humanity, and we repent for anything that would keep us from accepting Christ into our 
hearts and lives.
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Advent’s challenge
At baptism, every Christian is commissioned (sent) to live as a priest, prophet and king-priest 
to serve God’s people, king to lead people to Christ, and prophet to proclaim God’s word. Ad-
vent is a season that challenges us to allow Christ to be reborn in our lives, by re-committing 
ourselves to serious and authentic Christian living according to those baptismal promises and 
roles. The prophets of  the Old Testament have a lot to teach us about how to live the prophetic 
life. They help us to imagine what it could mean to be a prophet in today’s world. 

Symbols of  the advent season:  
The Advent wreath, one symbol of  the season, began in the home. Use of  the Advent wreath 
can be traced to pre-Christian peoples who lit candles on a wreath as a reminder that the dark 
and dreary days of  winter would soon be replaced, by the light and hope of  spring. 

The Advent wreath is a circle of  evergreen branches with four candles, that represent the four 
weeks of  the season. Light is a primary symbol of  the Advent season and candles are a con-
stant reminder that Christ is the Light that entered the world to dispel the darkness of  sin. Four 
white candles may be used or three purple and one rose candle. The purple candles repre-
sent the prayer and repentance we are to engage in, as we anticipate the coming of  Christ at 
Christmas. The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday of  Advent, Gaudete Sunday, to represent 
the joy that we have, as we remember the birth of  Jesus, and eagerly prepare for Christ’s next 
coming. The priest may also wear rose colored vestments on Gaudete Sunday.

The circle of  living evergreen branches is a reminder that life is eternal. Laurel branches signify 
pain and persecution. Pine and holly symbolize immortality. Holly also calls to mind the crown 
of  thorns and the Blood shed by Christ on the cross. The wood of  the branches reminds us of  
the cross of  Christ.  

The symbols of  Advent and Christmas are linked to the Church’s premier Feast of  the Triduum 
later in the year, at Easter. That feast commemorates the passion, death, and Resurrection of  
Christ; and our death and resurrection through his sacrifice. 
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Group discussion or activity (do both, time permitting)

• Have students draw a picture of  an Advent wreath on a paper in their notebook 
  or paper you distribute. Read the following questions out loud.  If  time allows, 
  have group discussion, if  not, invite the students to begin their Advent by writing in their   
  notebook and reflecting on the meaning of  the Advent wreath and how it might invite them 
  to become a better disciple.

Discussion-/Reflection Questions: Week One 
What does the Advent wreath mean to you? What way, if  any, might the Advent wreath speak 
to your personal life? Name four ways that the Advent wreath is an invitation or reminder to be 
a better disciple of  Christ. Imagine God speaking to you about preparing your heart to accept 
Christ, each time one of  the candles is lit. What will you answer? 

• Allow students to write on each candle one thing they can do to become a better disciple of    
  Christ during each of  the next four weeks. 
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Advent Week Two Liturgy:  Celebrate Advent

Gather  
Light two candles.
All make the Sign of  the Cross.

Leader: Our help is in the name of  the Lord.
All respond: Who made heaven and earth.

Sing together
Prepare the way of  the Lord.
Prepare the way of  the Lord,
and all people will see that salvation of  our God
 (“Prepare the Way of  the Lord”) 1984, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications Inc., agent.

Leader:   Let us pray.

Bow your heads as the leader prays.   

Leader:  In the short days and long nights of  Advent, we realize how we are always 
  in need of  God’s light in the darkness and his saving love. Let us listen to 
  the words of  the prophet and remember God’s promises. 

Reading of the Word of God  

Reader:  A reading from the prophet …

(Choose one) 
 Zephaniah 3, 14-18, (Third Advent, Cycle C), or, Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 (Third Advent, Cycle   
 A) 

Leader:  The Word of  the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Reflection on the Word of God

Discussion-Reflection Questions:  Week Two 
 To be saved always assumes there is something in our lives that is not healthy or 
 helpful to us in our relationship with ourselves, others or God. From what in your life 
 do you need to be saved? In what way does the reading speak to your need to 
 be saved? (For example, a difficult situation at home or school, doubts about God’s 
 existence or God’s love for you.) 

Response to God’s Word  

Side 1:  God alone is my Savior;
   I am confident and unafraid.

Side 2:    My strength and my courage is the Lord.
   And he has been my Savior.

Side 1:    With joy you will draw water
   At the fountain of  salvation.

Side 2:   Give thanks to the Lord, acclaim his name. 
   Among the nations make known his deeds.

Side 1 and 2:   Sing praise to God for his glorious achievement; 
   let this be known throughout all the earth. Proclaim how exalted is 
   his name.  (Isaiah 12, 2-3, 4, 5)
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Concluding Prayer 

Leader:   Lord our God,
  we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ:
  he is Emmanuel, our light and our hope. 
  He is the Savior of  the world. 

  Let your blessing come upon us
  to make us messengers of  your Gospel and witnesses to your love,
  as we wait in joyful hope for your coming. 
  We ask this through Christ our Lord.

  Let us bless the Lord, in the name of  the Father, and of  the Son and, 
  of  the Holy Spirit. 
  Go forth and live as the prophet you were baptized to become.  

All sing:
Go make a difference. We can make a difference.
Go make a difference in the world. 
 Go Make A Difference by Steve Agrisano

Breaking Open the Ritual

Quiet reflection: 1 minute
Making a difference:  
 What will it cost you this week to live as a prophet?   

A twelve year old lived with his father most of  his life, because his mother was a drug addict.  
His father died, and his drug-addicted mother kidnapped him away from his foster mother.  He 
was taken to another state, but was later rescued by officials. He was placed in a locked facility 
for several weeks while he awaited the necessary papers to be returned home. He expressed 
his powerlessness and the abandonment he felt by God. He knew that he could not save him-
self.  He asked God for strength. He despaired and wondered if  God really existed. He prayed, 
and in his prayer he remembered how happy he was before his father died-that was a sign of  
God’s presence. If  God saved him then, he could trust God to save him in the future.
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Going Deeper

Advent week two: class presentation

We all need salvation
Jesus is the Savior of  the world, and Advent is the season that anticipates his Incarnation,. 
The season of  Advent encourages us to ask ourselves, “From what do we need to be saved?”  
Prophets challenge us to answer that question. They remind us of  our need for salvation, for 
healing what is hurting within us or in our world; for restoring our close friendship with God. 
Jesus saved us through his life, death, and Resurrection, but we must cooperate with that sav-
ing grace in order to see its effects in our lives. Even today, over 2000 years since Jesus’ death 
and Resurrection, we are still in need of  giving our lives to God and trusting that he will care for 
us. Advent gives each of  us time to name and seriously consider the ways in which we are in 
need of  God’s saving mercy. This is the goal of  Advent. The question is, will we use this time 
as it is intended or will we lose this opportunity to meet God in a new and wonderful way? 

Group Discussion or Activity: (Choose one)

Option One: 
 Group discussion:  Prophets in our own time continue to ask us, “What, in your life 
 might keep you from bringing God to birth in your heart this Christmas? What in 
 our culture, our society, our neighborhood, family or circle of  friends keeps us from 
 finding a room in our hearts where God can be born anew? Will we be like the
 inn-keepers who had no room, or will we be like the shepherds and magi who left 
 everything, and overcame all obstacles in order to meet and worship Christ?” 

Option Two: 
 Have the students read this passage of  St. Bernard and discuss its meaning. 

 Pearls from our Tradition: 
 St. Bernard (1090-1153) gave us a wonderful summary of  the meaning of  Advent when   
 he wrote: 
 “We know that there are three comings of  the Lord. The third lies between the 
 other two.  It is invisible, while the other two are visible. In the first coming he was 
 seen on earth, dwelling among men; he himself  testifies that they saw him and 
 hated him. In the final coming “all flesh will see the salvation of  our God,” and “they 
 will look on him whom they pierced.” The intermediate coming is a hidden one; in it 
 only the elect see the Lord within their own selves, and they are saved. In his first coming 
 our Lord came in the flesh and in our weakness; in this middle coming he comes in spirit and 
 in power; in the final coming he will be seen in glory and majesty. Because this coming lies 
 between the other two, it is like a road on which we travel from the first coming to the last, he 
 will appear as our life; in this middle coming, he is our rest and consolation.” 1

1. Homelie pour l’Advent, 5:1-3, Edition cistercienne , 4, 1966, pp. 188-190, Liturgy of  the Hours [Wednesday].
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Question:  What do you think St. Bernard is saying? 

(Invite the students to give their interpretation. This exercise will give them practice in reading 
original texts and gleaning meaning from them.)

One interpretation. St. Bernard reminds us of  the three comings of  Christ—the coming of  
Christ once in history, each day in our hearts, and his return at the end of  the world. He un-
derstands the human condition, because he became a human being himself. Yet those who 
should have known who he was missed it. The Israelites were prepared for his coming and 
yet most of  them failed to see him for who he was. And pagans who had no reason to antici-
pate his coming, such as the centurion, expressed faith in him. It is an important lesson for us.  
Would we recognize Christ today? Or would we be among those who did not know him? 
 
When he comes again he will come to all the world and all will know who he is. The coming 
of  Christ in our lives—within our individual hearts—is an intermediate coming—it is a hidden 
presence. Only those who believe are aware of  his presence. 
 
In his historical coming, Jesus took on human flesh—he became one with us in our frustra-
tions, our weaknesses—everything except sin. He understood sorrow, frustration, betrayal, 
pain—he knew it all by taking on human flesh. In this intermediate coming we encounter his 
Spirit. He will come in majesty at the end. In this middle coming, the coming of  Christ each day 
in our hearts, we are on a journey. We can be confident that he is with us and consoles us in all 
the difficult moments of  our lives as we await his return at the end of  time. St. Bernard reflects 
the ultimate message of  salvation in Christ. 

Option Three:
 • Bring in many magazines, newspapers and the like, along with scissors, glue, and   
   markers.
 • Organize the class into groups of  three to four students depending on the size of  the   
   group.
 • Tell them their task is to  make a group poster of  those issues and situations 
   that need a Savior, that is, Jesus Christ, using people and situations related to 
   their own age group. Using pictures and words from the materials at hand (or they 
   can draw pictures or print words), each poster should show 1) What/Who needs 
   the saving love of  God? 2) What this situation or person would look like if  saved?
   3) What would be the headlines or words describing the salvation that came to 
   this person/situation?
 •  Ask each group to be ready to explain their poster to the class. 
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Advent Week Three Liturgy: Celebrate Advent

Gather  
Light three candles
All make the Sign of  the Cross. 

Leader: Our help is in the name of  the Lord.
All respond: Who made heaven and earth.

Sing together:
 Prepare the way of  the Lord.
 Prepare the way of  the Lord,
 and all people will see that salvation of  our God
 “Prepare the Way of  the Lord” 1984, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications Inc., agent.

Leader:   Let us pray.

Bow your heads as the leader prays.   

  In the short days and long nights of  Advent, we realize how we are always 
  in need of  God’s salvation. Let us listen to the words of  the prophets and 
  remember God’s promises. 

Reading of the Word of God   

Reader:  A reading from the prophet …
  (Choose one) 
  2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12,14a,16 (Fourth Advent, Cycle B), or, 
  Jeremiah 33:14-16 (Third Advent, Cycle C)

Leader:  The Word of  the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Reflection on the Word of God    

Discussion- Reflection on the Word: Week Three.
 The prophets imagined a new world of  peace and justice for the people of  Israel. If  
 you imagined a new world of  peace and justice what would that look like in your 
 home and in your school? (What might you do to create such a world? Are there any 
 attitudes or behaviors you might change or actions you might take?)
  
Response to God’s Word

Side 1:  God alone is my Savior;
   I am confident and unafraid.

Side 2:    My strength and my courage is the Lord.
   And he has been my Savior.

Side 1:    With joy you will draw water
   At the fountain of  salvation.

Side 2:   Give thanks to the Lord, acclaim his name. 
   Among the nations make known his deeds.

Side 1 and 2:   Sing praise to God for his glorious achievement; 
   let this be known throughout all the earth. Proclaim how exalted is 
   his name.  
   (Isaiah 12, 2-3, 4, 5)
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Concluding Prayer

Leader:   Lord our God,
  we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ:
  he is Emmanuel, our light and our hope. 
  He is the Savior of  the world. 

  Let your blessing come upon us
  to make us messengers of  your Gospel and witnesses to your love,
  as we wait in joyful hope for your coming. 
  We ask this through Christ our Lord.

  Let us bless the Lord, in the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, 
  and of  the Holy Spirit.  
  Go forth and live as the prophet you were baptized to become.  

All sing:
Go make a difference. We can make a difference.
Go make a difference in the world. 
 Go Make A Difference by Steve Agrisano

Breaking Open the Ritual

Quiet reflection: 1 minute
Making a difference:  
 What will you do this week to create a home with peace and justice? What will you 
 do to create a school where justice and peace are evident?

Third week story:  A family arrived for sacramental preparation for confirmation. The family 
was asked to reflect on where they most needed Christ’s strength in their lives. The young 
person preparing for confirmation shared how difficult it was to communicate with his parents.  
Together they worked out an agreement in which they would spend forty-five minutes a week 
(without television) to discuss issues important to each one of  the family members. There 
were still arguments and not everything was perfect, but each developed a new respect for the 
members of  the family. This eventually became a greatly anticipated event in the life of  their 
family.  
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Going Deeper

Advent week three: class presentation

Prophets in the Old Testament

What do the prophets of  old have to teach us today? Very often we assume that the prophets’ 
role was simply to foretell and predict the coming of  Christ and the end of  the world. While the 
Christian tradition does look to the prophets in this way, they have so much more to teach us. 

The Jewish people of  ancient Israel understood the primary role of  the prophet as that of  a 
teacher of  the Torah (Jewish/Hebrew Scriptures). Today, when we hear the word “prophesy” 
we often think that it means to predict the future. Actually, prophesy is best understood as one 
who takes a lonely position in favor of  truth and justice (often against what the majority thinks,) 
one who speaks the truth even when it is dangerous or difficult to do so, one who speaks for 
God. The prophets of  the Old Testament challenged the religious structures of  their day. They 
warned the people to be more concerned with their relationship with God and God’s desire for 
them  to care for people who are poor and oppressed. Prophets criticized people who wor-
shipped God in liturgy (prayer), but then ignored poor and marginalized people in their every-
day lives.  

Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zephaniah, Baruch, and Micah were known as the writing 
prophets. The writing prophets’ words were originally spoken as homilies at prayer services 
and were later written down so future generations could benefit from them. 

Group Discussion or Acitivty
Do you know anyone today who takes a  “lonely position in favor of  truth and justice,” often 
against what the majority thinks? Prophets criticized people who worshipped God in liturgy 
(prayer), but then ignored poor and marginalized people in their everyday lives. Where do you 
see the poor and marginalized in your environment?  Who speaks on their behalf?  How could 
you speak on their behalf?  What could we do as a group?    



©Our Sunday Visitor Curriculum Division

Advent Week Four Liturgy: Celebrate Advent

Gather  
Light all four candles
All make the Sign of  the Cross   

Leader: Our help is in the name of  the Lord.
All respond: Who made heaven and earth.

Sing together:
 Prepare the way of  the Lord.
 Prepare the way of  the Lord,
 and all people will see that salvation of  our God
 “Prepare the Way of  the Lord” 1984, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications Inc., agent.

Leader:   Let us pray.

Bow your heads as the leader prays.   

  In the short days and long nights of  Advent, we realize how we are always 
  in need of  God’s salvation. Let us listen to the words of  the prophets and 
  remember God’s promises. 

Reading of the Word of God 

Reader:  A reading from the prophet …
 
  Isaiah  11: 1-10 (Second Advent, Cycle A), or, Isaiah 2:1-5 (First Advent, Cycle A)
 
Reader:   The Word of  the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Reflection on the Word of God  

Discussion-Reflection on the Word: Week Four 
The prophets proclaimed a new world of  peace and justice for the people of  Israel. What 
would the prophets say to our nation today? If  you imagined a new world of  peace and justice, 
what would that look like in our local community and in the nation? What one step might you 
take to imagine and realize such a world? How could you help?

The prophets were committed to the purpose God had given them in life. They did what they 
were given to do, no matter what.  

What does the word, commitment, mean? Tell about some  commitments in your life right 
now, at school, at home, or with your friends? Have you ever forgotten a commitment that you 
made? What happened? How did it feel to know that you had disappointed someone else?

What is the difficult part about commitments? Describe some commitments you think God is 
asking of  young people today. What commitment is God asking of  you?
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Response to God’s Word

Side 1:  God alone is my Savior;
   I am confident and unafraid.

Side 2:    My strength and my courage is the Lord.
   And he has been my Savior.

Side 1:    With joy you will draw water
   at the fountain of  salvation.

Side 2:   Give thanks to the Lord, acclaim his name. 
   Among the nations make known his deeds.

Side 1 and 2:   Sing praise to God for his glorious achievement; 
   let this be known throughout all the earth. Proclaim how exalted 
   is his name.  
   (Isaiah 12, 2-3, 4, 5)

Prayer of Commitment and Blessing  

Leader:    God our Father, 
   it is your will that all people are saved and live according to your truth. 
   You sent your prophets of  old to testify to your Word.  
   Today you continue to send workers and prophets into your harvest to 
   proclaim the Gospel to all people. 

   During this season of  Advent we ask that you strengthen these young 
   men and women in their vocation to live as priest, prophet, and king; 
   at  home, at school, and in the world. Conform their lives to the cross 
   of  your Son, Jesus Christ, and give them the courage to share the love 
   of  the crucified Christ with all they meet.  

Ritual: 
 •  Hold the crucifix  at  eye level. Carry it  to each person in the room, holding it out 
   to each for a gesture of  reverence, like bowing or kissing it, or genuflecting or kneeling.
 •  The leader says the  following prayer, as the cross is presented to each person.

Leader:   Receive this sign of  Christ’s love and of  your mission to live as a 
   prophet in the world. 
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Concluding Prayer

Leader:   Lord our God,
  we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ:
  he is Emmanuel, our light and our hope. 
  He is the Savior of  the world. 

  Let your blessing come upon us
  to make us messengers of  your Gospel and witnesses to your love
  as we wait in joyful hope for your coming. 
  We ask this through Christ our Lord.

  Let us bless the Lord, in the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, 
  and of  the Holy Spirit.  
  Go forth and live as the prophet you were baptized to become.  

All sing:
Go make a difference. We can make a difference.
Go make a difference in the world. 
 Go Make A Difference by Steve Agrisano

Breaking open the ritual

Quiet reflection: 1 minute
Making a difference:  
What will it cost you this week to live as a prophet?   

A junior high student encountered a homeless man at the local grocery store. The man shared 
his story with the young boy. He suffered from mental illness and could not get his life together.  
This young person was so touched by the experience, that he convinced his family to spend 
part of  their grocery budget on buying groceries for the homeless people, that lived under the 
bridge in his home-town. Their example prompted other families to join in their efforts. This 
young man later went to college and majored in social work; with the intention to work for a 
non-governmental organization committed to helping the homeless in major cities.    
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Going Deeper

Advent week four: class presentation

Origin of  the Prophets

God called an entire nation of  people, Israel, into a special relationship with him. The people 
of  Israel were God’s chosen people. God gave them a land of  their own, and was present to 
them in their liturgies (prayer experiences). God made a covenant (sacred agreement) with the 
people of  Israel, and gave them, the Law to observe as their response to his gracious prom-
ises.  God gave them priests to teach them and kings to maintain order and insist on justice. 
God appointed sages (wise people) to lead them and prophets to warn them when they lost 
their way.  Yet in spite of  all this, Israel failed to keep their half  of   the covenant. The everyday 
lives of  the people of  Israel were no different than their neighbors; who did not have a relation-
ship with God. Poor people, widows, immigrants, and orphan children in Israel were no better 
off  than they were in any other country. The nation of  Israel was a poor witness to God’s power 
and mercy.

As other empires like Assyria, Babylon, and Persia became more powerful and threatening, it 
became obvious that the two little kingdoms in the land of  Israel (Israel in the north and Judah 
in the south) were in serious trouble.  They lost their political power forever, and the people 
were taken into exile-out of  their land. 

The prophets played an important role in this disaster that befell Israel. The prophets warned 
the people that their country was about to be conquered, but that God would use the overthrow 
of  their country to accomplish his will. Prophets preached about God’s Law and exhorted 
people to live according to its principles. They promised that if  people would live according to 
God’s covenant, the community would one day live in peace. Even though the people ignored 
the words of  the prophets at the time, when disaster finally came, they remembered their 
words. Prophets imagined a future world of  peace and justice, and encouraged the people to 
imagine a similar world. 

God used this disaster to do a new thing—to start all over. God formed a small remnant (those 
who are left) of  people that survived the exile. This remnant learned what their ancestors 
refused to learn, and they promised to commit themselves to obeying God and God’s Law. 
To their credit they finally listened to the words of  the prophets. The new People of  God were 
transformed. They worshipped God and this time they sincerely tried to live according to God’s 
commands. Any worship of  God that did not result in care for poor, oppressed, and marginal-
ized people was considered idolatry, because they worshipped a God of  their own making—
not the God of  the chosen people, whose mission from God was to care for all those in need.
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The prophets we have heard from during Advent, were prophets that God sent when a radical 
change in human history was needed. These prophets tell the story of  how an entire nation of  
chosen people were responsible for their own destruction-by not listening to the voice of  God 
and how God transformed them into a new community of  faithful witnesses to his promises.  

Group Discussion or Activity (Choose one)

Divide into two teams. Team one should create a five minute play about a young person listen-
ing to the voice of  God. Team two should create a five minute play about a young person ignor-
ing the voice of  God.

After the play, discuss the following: Which play did you most identify with? What did you learn 
about listening to God from working on and watching these plays? What is the greatest gift 
God could give to you during the Christmas season? What is the greatest gift you could give 
God during this Chrismas season?




